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time, the plan of the battle which had been agreed upon was
disconcerted, and Marcellus, not daring to follow the retiring
enemy, gave the signal for retreat when his soldiers were con-
quering."

From this language one would scarcely assume a marked
victory on Marcellus' part; nor can one credit the casualties
given. Marcellus had great energy; why should he retreat
" when his soldiers were conquering " ? The probability is
that it was an even thing. Everything points that way.

Third Battle of Kola.

Livy goes on to say that Marcellus reproached Nero with,
having prevented him from inflicting on the Carthaginians a
second Cannae. But Nero was a splendid marcher. His part
in the Metaurus campaign is the finest strategic feat of the
Romans during the entire war, as well as one of the excep-
tional marches of history. It is probable that the route cut
out for him was too long for the time given, or at least that
the fault did not lie entirely with him.

After all said, the third battle of Nola must be set down
as drawn. Yet it was a feather in Marcellus9 cap, for Hanni-
bal had failed of his purpose. Both the Roman generals and
legions were now of far better stuff.t to fall on Hannibal's rear dur-
